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The launch of Impala Platinum Rustenburg’s Business Forum Platform, where small, medium and micro enterprises (SMMEs) in the Rustenburg area 
committed to working together, took place on Friday (4 November) at the Orion Safari Hotel. 14 business forums from 29 villages of Bafokeng and 17 

surrounding communities in Rustenburg have joined forces to form this platform. “This enables us to communicate to see what the needs of the community 
are and how we can grow these small businesses. This is a multi-pronged approach to improving business and developing local SMMEs through training 

programs in the local communities,” said Mark Munroe, Chief Executive of Impala Rustenburg at the launch.

Looking to the future
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Michael Stevens (20) has gone 
missing on Friday (4 November). 
Michael was last seen at around 
22:00 in the vicinity of Beneden 

Street, Rustenburg. He was 
wearing a white t-shirt and grey 
tracksuit pants. If you can assist 

with information regarding 
Michael’s whereabouts, please call 
his parents on 079 732 8335/ 079 
124 6512 or the Rustenburg Police 

on 014 590 4115. You can also 
contact Missing Children South 

Africa on 072 647 7464 with any 
information.

Young 
man 

missing

Robbers 
flee with 
money 

from ATM
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - In the early hours of Thursday 
morning (3 November) four men arrived at a service station 
outside Rustenburg. Their intentions were not noble at all.

The staff at the service station on the N4 - the road coming from 
Pretoria towards Rustenburg - heard an explosion and ran for cover.

The suspects then made off with an undisclosed amount of money.
According to Rustenburg Police spokesperson, Sergeant Offentse 

Mokgadi, no injuries were reported. 
The suspects are still at large and anyone with information can 

contact Warrant Officer Karel Khumalo 0827730590.

SPCA in urgent need of 
dry blankets

BONUS - RUSTENBURG - The Rustenburg SPCA is in urgent need of dry blankets for 
their animals. Due to the rainy weather it is very important that the animals are warm and 
that they have enough dry blankets available to them. Please help Rustenburg SPCA with 

donations of blankets to keep the animals warm and dry. 

Eskom no longer bound to BEE policies
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - Eskom, Denel, Transnet, and other state-owned companies (SOCs) can no longer disqualify suppliers 
from consideration for tenders if they don’t meet black economic empowerment (BEE) criteria. This after finance minister Enoch 
Godongwana published new legislation for the Preferential Procurement Policy Framework Act (PPPFA) on Friday, 4 October 2022. 
The regulations outline the criteria that SOCs need to follow when awarding tenders.

It previously specified that organs of state could disqualify bidding 
companies if they were not 100% black-owned. Former finance 
minister Pravin Gordhan published that controversial inclusion in 
2017. Gordhan currently serves as South Africa’s Minister of Public 
Enterprises. 

Before the amendment, bidders’ BEE status carried a weight of 
10% to 20% in the final tender evaluation process. In February 2022, 
the Constitutional Court ruled that the new regulations were invalid 
and unconstitutional, following the business interest group Sakeliga 
challenging their legality. The Concourt ordered South Africa’s new 
finance minister, Enoch Godongwana, to publish revised regulations 
within a year. With the promulgation of the new regulations, all 
references to BEE criteria in the Act have been removed. 

Enoch Godongwana, In addition, a previous clause which allowed 
the minister of trade, industry, and competition to force certain 
sectors to use local products or content has been scrapped.

However, Solidarity Research Institute’s Connie Mulder said that 
there were loopholes in the regulations that continued to favour black-
owned companies. Although not explicitly mentioned in the new 
legislation, there is a “special purpose” in the original regulations 
published in 2000 that allows for giving previously-disadvantaged 
groups preference. Mulder said he hoped the new regulations were 
not intended to mislead the public and courts.

 The regulations have hamstrung Eskom from procuring equipment 
needed to maintain its ageing power stations in a timely and cost-
effective manner and getting additional power onto the grid.
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BONUS - RUSTENBURG - After an intense five rounds of the 2022 SA Rally-
Raid Championship, it is time for the Parys 400, the final two rounds of the 
season that takes place on 11 and 12 November from the Parys Airfield in the 
Free State, and although eyes will be on the battles at the front of the Production 
Vehicle Category, there will also be focus on the various intricate situations in the 
overall as well as the FIA T1+, T1, T1.2, and T championships.

With round six taking place on Friday 
and round seven on Saturday, two full 
days of racing awaits competitors and 
teams. Strategy, clear heads and calm 
nerves will play fundamental roles in 
the outcome of the championships while 
a little luck – or the lack thereof – can 
eventually make the difference between 
disappointment and jubilation.

The Parys 400 starts at 07:30 on Friday, 
11 November with the 12 kilometre Pirelli 
Qualifying Race to determine the starting 
order for the first of the two 153 kilometre 
loops with the Start/Finish as well as the 
Designated Service Park (DSP) and Race 
Headquarters all situated at the Parys 
Airfield. Loop One will start at 09:30 
with teams returning to the DSP area for 
a controlled 30 minute service break after 
which they will complete the loop again.

The seventh and final round of the 

SARRC will again start at 07:30 with 
teams taking on the 12 kilometre Pirelli 
Qualifying Race that determines the 
starting grid. On both days, the leading ten 
teams will draw for the line-up for the first 
loop of the day. On Saturday, a different 
172 kilometre loop awaits competitors 
with the action starting again at 09:30. 
Teams will break for 30 minutes after 
completing the loop and upon completion 
of the final loop of the season, the podium 
ceremony will be held at the airfield.

Spectators are welcome to follow 
the action along the route from various 
vantage points while refreshments will be 
available at the airfield where enthusiasts 
can view the action at the DSP. 

The Parys 400 can also be followed 
on the RallySafe App that is available 
as a free download on the App Store or 
Google Play Store.

Lance Trethewey and Leonard Cremer. (Photo: Andre Schoeman)

Time for engines to start 
and dust to fly in the final 

battle for SARRC titles
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