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Monday, 8 June, saw the return of dozens 
of Grade 12 and Grade 7 pupils to schools 
around the country following a national 
Covid-19 lockdown since mid March. 
The return to school was greeted with 
mixed emotions by teachers, parents and 
learners alike. Pictured here the Principal 
of Laerskool Rustenburg, Mr Koos van 
Vuuren, gives a thumbs up indicating 
that the school is indeed ready despite 
concerns in some communities.
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Level 4-rumour 
spreads panic

BONUS - RUSTENBURG HERALD - Reports on news channels over the weekend that 
the Northwest Province might be considering returning parts of the province to Level 4 
lockdown has sparked panic on social media.

The province had only 38 confirmed 
Covid-19 cases a mere three weeks ago - but 
a sudden spike in cases saw a very quick 
rise to more than 400. The majority of the 
cases are in Rustenburg and Klerksdorp. The 
provincial command council is allegedly 
considering moving these two towns back to 
Level 4. BONUS/RUSTENBURG HERALD 
has spoken to a number of people regarding 
this possibility. "It is being discussed, but 
there is no indication at this stage as to which 
way - yes, or no - the decision will go," a 

source said. Another added that the chances 
are slim that this will actually happen, as a lot 
of effort has gone into making it possible for 
schools to reopen. "Rather put Gauteng and 
the Western Cape back on Level 4, they have 
the real numbers that might justify such a 
decision. To put a whole province out of work 
again because of less than 400 active cases 
is madness," another source approached for 
comment said. However, no-one was willing 
to go on record before an official statement 
from the province was issued.

North West Health 
questioned about coal tender

According to reports, 
the chairperson of the bid 
adjudication committee, William 
Kaipa, was formerly employed 
by Sibusisiwe Contractors, 
one of the companies that won 
a tender of supplying coal to 
hospitals.

It is further alleged that:
* the contract was not 

awarded to the lowest bidder
* there exist discrepancy 

in prices of coal, even among 
different bidders from the same 
town, and 

* prices of the coal were not 
determined by the proximity of 
the hospitals, resulting in the 

contractor closest to the source 
of coal (Rustenburg) priced 
higher than the furthest, which is 
Wolmaransstad. The DA said in 
a statement that they will submit 
written questions to the MEC for 
Department of Health, Madoda 
Sambatha, requesting the 
adjudication report on the tender 
process and an explanation of 
the nature of its relationship 
with Kaipa.

"We call for an independent 
forensic investigation into 
this matter to ensure that all 
processes were above board. If 
irregularities are found, there 
should be serious consequences 

Newlyweds: 
Competition 

closes shortly
BONUS - RUSTENBURG - Entries for the 2020 bridal photo competition will be 
closing on this weekend.

Couples who got married between 1 
January 2019 and 31 December 2019 and 
who would love to walk away with R10 
000, have only until Sunday (14 June) 
to enter. The competition will close at 
midnight.

The entry fee per photo is R100 and you 
can enter as many photographs as you 
like. Voting by readers will commence 

after the closing of the competition and 
will take place on the printed ballot in 
the newspaper, on Facebook and on the 
website of the Rustenburg Herald. What 
are you waiting for? Cash in on the lovely 
photos of your beautiful day. Visit our 
website - www.rustenburgherald.co.za - 
for more information, as well as the rules 
of the competition. 

Samantha and Jacobus Niemandt’s lovely wedding was on 30 March 2019. Will 
they be the lucky couple to walk away with the prize money of R10 000?

Kelebetse Seakgwa gave her hand in marriage to Kagiso Makgwane on 30 
November 2019. She has entered some of the photos of their most beautiful 
day for the Bridal Photo Competition.

for those involved. 
Amidst having 
to wage a war on 
Covid-19 that is 
slowly rising in 
the province, the 
Department has 
recently been in 
the news for all the 
wrong reasons - 
from the suspension 
of four senior 
officials over tender 
irregularities to 
the Public Service 
Commission (PSC) 
report slamming the 
MEC for being a 
referee and a player 
in the appointment of 
a senior official," said 
Gavin Edwards, the 
party's spokesperson 
on Health.

The DA said they 
will closely monitor 
the Department’s 
next step of action 
to ensure that all 
wrongdoing is dealt 
with.

BONUS - RUSTENBURG - The Democratic Alliance (DA) in 
North West has asked the provincial Department of Health to 
answer to the allegations of tender irregularities levelled against 
them. 
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Day 1 for Grade 7’s at 
Laerskool Rustenburg
Monday, 8 June, saw the return of dozens of Grade 12 and Grade 7 pupils to schools around the country following a national Covid-19 lockdown 

since mid March. The return to school was greeted with mixed emotions by teachers, parents and learners alike. 

Teachers of Laerskool Rustenburg welcoming 
their kids back at school on Monday this week.

A sanitising station at Laerskool Rustenburg in 
overdrive as the first day at school since early 
mid March begins on Monday.

Grade 7 learners of Rustenburg Laerskool 
queuing to be tested and cleared for their return 
to school.

Right, let us begin - where were we again..? 
This seems to be the question at Laerskool 
Rustenburg on Monday morning.

Margot Naude of Laerskool Rustenburg sanitising 
her hands before the first day begins.
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